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Facebook is testing augmented
reality ads in the News Feed
Anthony Ha
@anthonyha  / Jul 10, 2018

Facebook i  is giving advertisers new ways to show off their products, including with

augmented reality.

At its F8 developer conference earlier this year, Facebook announced that it was

working with businesses to use AR to show off products in Messenger. Now a similar

Startups
Apps
Gadgets
Events
Videos
—
Crunchbase
More

Search

Disrupt SF 2018

Tesla

Google

Amazon

Login / Sign up

https://techcrunch.com/author/anthony-ha/
https://twitter.com/anthonyha
https://www.crunchbase.com/organization/facebook/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-facebook-f8conference-messenger/facebook-to-use-augmented-reality-to-draw-ads-to-messenger-app-idUSKBN1I243J
https://techcrunch.com/startups/
https://techcrunch.com/apps/
https://techcrunch.com/gadgets/
https://techcrunch.com/events/
https://techcrunch.com/video/
https://techcrunch.com/2018/07/10/facebook-ar-ads/
http://crunchbase.com/
https://techcrunch.com/2018/07/10/facebook-ar-ads/
https://techcrunch.com/events/disrupt-sf-2018/
https://techcrunch.com/tag/tesla/
https://techcrunch.com/tag/google/
https://techcrunch.com/tag/amazon/
https://oidc.techcrunch.com/login/?spec_id=usernameregwithbusinessdata&dest=https%3A%2F%2Ftechcrunch.com%2F2018%2F07%2F10%2Ffacebook-ar-ads%2F%3Fmc_cid%3Da10bf2da85%26mc_eid%3D6fcf4f3379
https://oidc.techcrunch.com/create/?spec_id=usernameregwithbusinessdata&dest=https%3A%2F%2Ftechcrunch.com%2F2018%2F07%2F10%2Ffacebook-ar-ads%2F%3Fmc_cid%3Da10bf2da85%26mc_eid%3D6fcf4f3379
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsszk8i7pn2xOJ1pFleRg7STpBmjSDvPJEszRASm-5hW0ApdrhYnAuepfj-JCBGUV9xo_xa23iCTdSBd0_ZO7ePaD-9rL6XCRgjIci6mQm7Miti7DYxOF4YIyEal-GZZb2Vadk59R7dvGwrviYndAXxKXktjCH90JNTMNy3OeY6VV6VgMKYJjzbipA&sig=Cg0ArKJSzCp-sxakbbhN&urlfix=1&adurl=https://at.atwola.com/adlink/5113.1/3739707/0/225/AdId%3D10568242%3BBnId%3D2%3Bguid%3DUP21a4f694-763a-11e8-a45e-0ee7139649ae%3Bitime%3D640939989%3Bgdpr%3D0%3Bnodecode%3Dyes%3Bimpref%3D15346409393657541966%3Bimprefseq%3D97680759057285366%3Bimprefts%3D1534640939%3Bspaceid%3D1197802919%3Blink%3Dhttps://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3DO1Fd4XgThOw%26feature%3Dyoutu.be%26CID%3DDigital%7C21534149%7C2024656%7C226791415%7C104721769
http://adinfo.aol.com/
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsszk8i7pn2xOJ1pFleRg7STpBmjSDvPJEszRASm-5hW0ApdrhYnAuepfj-JCBGUV9xo_xa23iCTdSBd0_ZO7ePaD-9rL6XCRgjIci6mQm7Miti7DYxOF4YIyEal-GZZb2Vadk59R7dvGwrviYndAXxKXktjCH90JNTMNy3OeY6VV6VgMKYJjzbipA&sig=Cg0ArKJSzCp-sxakbbhN&urlfix=1&adurl=https://at.atwola.com/adlink/5113.1/3739707/0/225/AdId%3D10568242%3BBnId%3D2%3Bguid%3DUP21a4f694-763a-11e8-a45e-0ee7139649ae%3Bitime%3D640939989%3Bgdpr%3D0%3Bnodecode%3Dyes%3Bimpref%3D15346409393657541966%3Bimprefseq%3D97680759057285366%3Bimprefts%3D1534640939%3Bspaceid%3D1197802919%3Blink%3Dhttps://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3DO1Fd4XgThOw%26feature%3Dyoutu.be%26CID%3DDigital%7C21534149%7C2024656%7C226791415%7C104721769
http://adinfo.aol.com/
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsszk8i7pn2xOJ1pFleRg7STpBmjSDvPJEszRASm-5hW0ApdrhYnAuepfj-JCBGUV9xo_xa23iCTdSBd0_ZO7ePaD-9rL6XCRgjIci6mQm7Miti7DYxOF4YIyEal-GZZb2Vadk59R7dvGwrviYndAXxKXktjCH90JNTMNy3OeY6VV6VgMKYJjzbipA&sig=Cg0ArKJSzCp-sxakbbhN&urlfix=1&adurl=https://at.atwola.com/adlink/5113.1/3739707/0/225/AdId%3D10568242%3BBnId%3D2%3Bguid%3DUP21a4f694-763a-11e8-a45e-0ee7139649ae%3Bitime%3D640939989%3Bgdpr%3D0%3Bnodecode%3Dyes%3Bimpref%3D15346409393657541966%3Bimprefseq%3D97680759057285366%3Bimprefts%3D1534640939%3Bspaceid%3D1197802919%3Blink%3Dhttps://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3DO1Fd4XgThOw%26feature%3Dyoutu.be%26CID%3DDigital%7C21534149%7C2024656%7C226791415%7C104721769
http://adinfo.aol.com/
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsszk8i7pn2xOJ1pFleRg7STpBmjSDvPJEszRASm-5hW0ApdrhYnAuepfj-JCBGUV9xo_xa23iCTdSBd0_ZO7ePaD-9rL6XCRgjIci6mQm7Miti7DYxOF4YIyEal-GZZb2Vadk59R7dvGwrviYndAXxKXktjCH90JNTMNy3OeY6VV6VgMKYJjzbipA&sig=Cg0ArKJSzCp-sxakbbhN&urlfix=1&adurl=https://at.atwola.com/adlink/5113.1/3739707/0/225/AdId%3D10568242%3BBnId%3D2%3Bguid%3DUP21a4f694-763a-11e8-a45e-0ee7139649ae%3Bitime%3D640939989%3Bgdpr%3D0%3Bnodecode%3Dyes%3Bimpref%3D15346409393657541966%3Bimprefseq%3D97680759057285366%3Bimprefts%3D1534640939%3Bspaceid%3D1197802919%3Blink%3Dhttps://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3DO1Fd4XgThOw%26feature%3Dyoutu.be%26CID%3DDigital%7C21534149%7C2024656%7C226791415%7C104721769
http://adinfo.aol.com/


8/18/2018 Facebook is testing augmented reality ads in the News Feed | TechCrunch

https://techcrunch.com/2018/07/10/facebook-ar-ads/?mc_cid=a10bf2da85&mc_eid=6fcf4f3379 2/4

Image Credits: Facebook

experience will start appearing in the News Feed, with a select group of advertisers

testing out AR ads.

Ty Ahmad-Taylor, vice president of product marketing for Facebook’s global marketing

solutions, showed off ads that incorporated his face into Candy Crush gameplay

footage, and other ads that allowed shoppers to see how virtual sunglasses and

makeup would look on their own faces.

“People traditionally have to go into stores to do this,” Ahmad-Taylor said. “People still

really love that experience, but they would like to try it at home” — so this “bridges the

gap.”

These ads look like normal in-feed ads at first, but they include a “Tap to try it on”

option, which opens up the AR capabilities. And of course if you like the way it looks in

AR, you can go ahead and buy the product.

Facebook says Michael Kors was the first brand to test out AR ads in the News Feed,

with Sephora, NYX Professional Makeup, Bobbi Brown, Pottery Barn, Wayfair and

King planning their own tests for later this summer.

Ahmad-Taylor made the announcement this morning at a New York City event for

journalists and marketers highlighting Facebook’s advertising plans for the holidays.

In addition, he announced a new Video Creation Kit, which will allow advertisers to

incorporate existing images into templates for mobile video ads. According to weight

loss company Noom, which has been testing out these tools, the resulting videos

performed 77 percent better than the static images.

Lastly, Facebook says it will continue to expand its support for shopping in Instagram 
i  Stories. It made shopping tags available to select brands in Stories last month, and

for the holidays, it plans to roll that out to all brands that have enabled shopping in

Instagram. It’s also making its collections ad format available to all advertisers.
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